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WASHINGTON — Re-
- sponding to revelations in
the Bob Woodward book
“Veil,” White House spokes-
man Marlin Fitzwater yes-
said Presiden a-

‘M\MMWW
Cm or other . 1N -

Si-.

ment in atfemp assassi-
ations of foreign leaders.
- “AllTcan say 1s the Pre
dent never did, never has
and never will authorize as-
sassination, period,” Fitz-
water deéclared. - . -
T oodward book on
1A says that then-Direc-
illiam Casey sef up a

operation wi e
1an _inteHigence

v g aeligerce
in Fadlallah, Teader ¢
pro-Iranian Hezbollah fac-

tion in Lebanon.

Fadlallah and his group -

were suspected by the U.S.
of being behind a series of
bombings of American facili-
ties im Beirut.

meant for him exploded in a
Beirut suburb in 1985, Wood-
ward wrote. :
Woodward also wrote that
Reagan told top officials not
to “worry about the assassi-
nation problem” when they

were planning a possible at- -

tack on Libya in 1985 to pun-

ish it forits role in terrorist -

activities. .

Reagan purportedly said
he “would personally take
the heat on that if Khadafy
were killed” in any attack,
according to Woodward’s
book.

Asked about the alleged
plot aimed at Fadlallah, .

Fitzwater noted that Reagan
has signed an executive or-.
der forbidding U.S. involve-
ment in. assassinations and
said: “Clearly the President

- Was never aware of, never

The attempt to get the. Shi-

ite leader
resulted in the deaths of 80

Reopie. . when a car bomb.

o

failed and instead

authorized any assassination -

efforts.”

He also refused to com-
ment on the unflattering
view Casey supposedly held
about Reagan—seeing him

as a passive and. indecisive

President.

‘“Case found lieagan
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have stayed in the movies if
he had been more succesful
atit”

. Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia -

also denied the allegation

that it was involved in the at- .

tempt to kill Fadlallah or —
as Woodward alse reported
- tz«t it paid him a $2 mil-
lion bribe, with Casey’s
blessings, to stop attacking
Western targets.

The Saudis published a
statement in Beirut newspa-
pers yesterday calling the
accounts“baseless.”

On other matters, Fitz-
water appeared to dispute
Woodward's assertion that
Reagan’s recovery from the
1981 assassination attempt
was slower—and  more wor-

' risome to his top aides—

than previously thought.
“The President’s recov-

_ered, and he recovered rath- .
" er quickly, and he’s done a

great job and that’s it,” Fitz- .
water declared. His view

-was echoed yesterday by.
.Reagan’s. former physician,-

Dr. Daniel Ruge, who called

- Woedward’s description of a-
:severely debilitated Reagan
“'mot true-.... I think his: re-:
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